Primitive neuroectodermal tumor of the retroperitoneal cavity.
We report a case of primitive neuroectodermal tumor (PNET) arising from the retroperitoneal cavity. Because of infiltration, the tumor was excised en bloc with the left kidney. Despite postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy and local radiation therapy, the tumor recurred and the patient died of the disease 3 months postoperatively. Serum levels of neuron-specific enolase (NSE) correlated with those of lactate dehydrogenase (LDH), and it is suggested that monitoring NSE and LDH is useful in evaluating tumor recurrence. The clinical course and the treatment of this aggressive tumor are reviewed.